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Lights,
amera,
Corsicana

Movies, TV shows, and art bring national
focus to the northeast Texas town

By Matt Adams
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orsicana has gotten a lot of attention

in recent months due to the hit Netflix
docuseries Cheer, which follows the top-
tier Navarro College cheerleading squad.
Cheer portrays the town as quaint and sleepy, but
for those who know Corsicana outside of the small
screen, the biggest draw is the town’s burgeoning
art scene.

It’s not the first boom Corsicana’s experienced.
Around the turn of the 20th century, drillers exca-
vating a water well in the area inadvertently struck
oil, instantly changing the modest agricultural
hub’s fortunes. Corsicana quickly became one of
the wealthiest and most cosmopolitan small cities
in the state.

Over the decades, the town experienced ebbs
and flows. But in the late 1980s the once-vibrant
downtown stagnated and its ornate, cornice-
crowned buildings sat mostly deserted.

Photo: Tom McCarthy Jr.

Then, about four or five years ago, Cor-
sicana experienced something of a re-
naissance. Artists, craftspeople, chefs,
and filmmakers migrated there from
Dallas, Austin, New York, and Los Ange-
les, and swept the dust off the place.

Instead of conjuring mineral wealth
from Corsicana’s soil, these new wildcat-
ters found creative inspiration. Without
losing sight of its past, Corsicana is strid-
ing into a new and exciting future.

Friday

NOON
Where the Kunekune Roam

About 20 minutes west of town off
@ State Highway 31, Purdon Groves
occupies a 22-acre patch of prairie
and forest. The site features an op-
tion for lodging: The canvas safari
tent is sizable and outfitted with
electricity, a comfy bed, and heat-
ing and air conditioning, with a
shared bathhouse just steps away.
Owners Houston and Sherry
Clark hold a Farm Day on the first
Saturday of each month, invit-
ing guests to come see their land
and livestock, including a drove
of kunekune, a heritage breed of
small domestic pigs. Guests can
tour the hydroponic growing op-
eration that provides some of the
produce used at the site’s Chef’s
Table Experiences.
These intimate outdoor dinners
are held under a sprawling old oak

STAY

EAT & DRINK

SHOP

MORE TO

Naturally AMAZING

NaturalBridgeCaverns.com
210-651-6101

Exit #175 Off IH35 Between New Braunfels & San Antonio

EXPLORE

®® = ®

www.WildlifeRanchTexas.com | 830.438.7400

MAY 2020

33



GETZ\“U\‘7 ‘ CORSICANA

tree and feature delicacies pre-
pared by Chef Tanner Purdum, for-
merly of the James Beard Award-
winning restaurant Shaya in New
Orleans. As an added treat, the
Clarks often invite artist friends to
discuss their work while you dine.

::étalgia Trip

Treasures abound at Peace, Love,
Retro, a funky resale shop on Be-
aton Street that reflects the wave
of eclectic people, places, and
ideas that have taken root in Cor-
sicana. Here you'll find vintage
denim and concert tees, vinyl re-
cords, midcentury home décor,
and classic toys, games, and com-
ics. Whether you've been search-
ing for an original-print Star Wars
theatrical poster or a Jack Daniels
barrel coffee table, chances are
you'll find it here.

5:30 P.M.

@ Burgers and Beer
For 79 years, the Old Mexican Inn
Restaurant and Cantina has been
a staple in the community, serv-
ing Tex-Mex favorites and top-notch
margaritas. The housemade salsa
and “orange dip” are customary be-
fore the entrees hit the table. Both
appetizers are legendary around
these parts, especially the orange
dip, a secret recipe concocted of
mayonnaise and paprika, originally
created as a salad dressing.

@ 7PM.
Showtime

The Warehouse Living Arts Center
is a gallery and performance space
that has long been an important
hub of artistic expression in Corsi-
cana. Founded in the 1970s, it’s one
of a handful of venues—along with
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the Palace Theatre, the Corsi-
cana Opry, and Outside the Lines
Creative Studios—where visitors

can enjoy theatrical productions,
stand-up comedy, or live music.
The Warehouse’s lineup features a
mix of modern and classic shows
like the musical Gypsy.

Saturday

8AM.

Hooray for Hollywood

No visit to Corsicana is complete
without a stop at the world-famous
Collin Street Bakery. While the
pastry shop is best known for its
fruitcakes, it also serves coffee and
breakfast items like sausage rolls
and biscuits. Many of its pastries
are available to order online. Col-
lin Street made headlines in 2015
for less-than-sweet news about an
accountant who was caught em-
bezzling millions from the bakery.

The sensational story turned the
eyes of Hollywood to Corsicana.
Fruitcake, a film starring Will Fer-
rell, will start production here this
year, cementing the town’s new
reputation as a cinematic muse.

In recent years, several inde-
pendent movies and television
shows have been shot in Cor-
sicana. The man leading that
charge is Corsicana Police Chief
Robert Johnson, who fell into act
ing about a decade ago and has

since become a producer and
writer in his spare time. He even
made an appearance on Cheer.

@ 3PM.

A Portrait of the Artist
Kyle Hobratschk, a visual artist
and one of the primary architects

OPENING SPREAD: Longhorn statues at Heri-
tage Park in Corsicana. CLOCKWISE FROM
TOP: National Bank building; the Oil Derrick
Saloon at the Corsicana Opry; resident don-
keys at Purdon Groves; Peace, Love, Retro; a
mural highlights the town’s history; pasta dish
from Chef Purdum at Purdon Groves.
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of Corsicana’s artistic rebirth,
founded 100 West, a residence
for visiting artists and writers,
in 2015. Set in the 19th-century
Odd Fellows lodge, 100 West
holds seasonal open houses
where world-class artists show
off the pieces they’ve created in
Corsicana. In the past year, Ho-
bratschk has hosted Noel Ca-
mardo, a photographer from
Brooklyn; Michelle Weinberg,

a multidisciplinary artist who
splits time between New York
and Miami, and whose work
Tropic Episodes recently graced
Miami International Airport;
and Rachel Wolfson Smith from
Austin, who creates large-scale
graphite drawings. All three
lived and worked out of 100
West temporarily, using the bo-
hemian atmosphere to unlock
new ideas and push their cre-
ative boundaries.

Weinberg’s residency at 100
West was her third time in Texas.
She says the experience might
have convinced her to stay a
while and buy her own studio
space in Corsicana.

“It’s not competitive or prepro-
grammed,” she says of the local art
community. “I found it to be very
open and welcoming.”

7P.M.

Steak and Vino

Along with its sister restaurant
next door, the Across the Street
Diner, the Across the Street Bis-
tro is owned and operated by
Chef Andreas Kotsifos, and is
one of the finest dining experi-
ences in Corsicana. It bills itself
as a Mediterranean bistro (Kotsi-
fos hails from Crete), but its filets
and prime rib rival those found at

top Texas steakhouses. The res-
taurant boasts an extensive wine
list, and the chocolate cake is well
worth the calories.

sSunday

NOON
@ Here’s Your 'Cue

Tucker Town Restaurant, about

6 miles southeast of town on State
Highway 287, offers sustenance
for the ride home. Tucker Town’s
motto is “The best BBQ this side
of anywhere,” and after sampling
the brisket, fried okra, and mac
and cheese, you just might agree.
A wood shack with a counter and
some picnic tables is all that com-
prises the restaurant, but the food
proves more impressive.

While Netflix fans will eventu-
ally lose interest in Corsicana and
its championship cheer squad, the
town will continue to not just en-
dure, but thrive. You might still rub
shoulders with roughnecks, ranch-
ers, and farmers at the local cof-
fee shop, but it will be right next to
painters, sculptors, and perform-
ers. All those influences create a
culture that’s tough to replicate
and hard to forget. L

CAMPING INFO

Park your RV at Sunset Cove Ma-

rina, about 20 minutes outside of
Corsicana. It includes a small con-
venience store, grill, and recreation

area where you can rent canoes,
kayaks, and pedal boats. 3001 FM

2859, Corsicana. 903-874-2300;

sunsetcovecorsicana.com
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